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Study  9. 

Hosea 11.1-11. 

Mercy  Overrules.

Purpose:
To reflect on the mercy of God 

to Israel 

and 
to us.

When has someone showed you mercy? 

How has it made a difference in your life?

For centuries God had continued faithful to Israel, 

but they spurned his faithfulness 

and preferred other gods. 

Read Hosea 11:1-11.

1. 
What emotions do you sense in this passage?

	Questions 1-2. 

In this passage God speaks some of the tenderest “human” language 

               in the book of Hosea and, indeed, in the entire Bible. '

The images re​veal the depth of God’s love for humanity 

                just as surely as the preceding im​ages reveal his righteous judgment.


2.
What does this passage tell you about the heart of God?

3. 
In what ways does this passage characterize your own history with the Lord?

4.
Centuries before Hosea, Israel followed God out of Egypt in the exodus 

(v. 1). 

How does God describe his care for the Israelites during that time 

(vv. 1-4)?

5.
What had the nation of Israel forgotten (or neglected) 

both at that time 

and in the intervening years (vv. 2-3, 7) ?

6.
As the Lord stated repeatedly through Hosea, 

what would be the consequences of Israel’s rebellion (vv. 5-7) ?

7.
Even in the midst of righteous anger, 

what pain and longing did God express (vv. 8-9)?

	Question 7. 

“The cry is h cart-rending. God had loved his people, yet justice demanded 

                 that they he punished. 

Since God could not lightly forget the ear​lier days of Israel;’ faithfulness, 

                 he decreed judgment with great reluctance. 

Admah . . . Zeboim were cities of the plain which were overthrown 

                  with Sodom and Gomorah (Gen. 19)     

Although judgment would fall upon Israel, 

                  in wrath God would remember mercy. 

Israel was not to be forever cast off, although she would he sorely chastised” (Pfeiffer. “Hosea,” p. 814).


8.
Think of occasions when you want to blow up at somebody, 

but then you change your mind. 

What makes you back off?

9.
In verse 9 the Lord states that "I am God, and not man." 


It seems elementary to state that God is not a man.


What are the deeper implications?

	Questions 9-10. 

If you have ever gotten into a discussion about hell, you have probably heard 

               God’s love maligned as inferior to human love. 

The argument goes like this: any human parent will forgive 

               and take back a child un​conditionally 

               so how can God bear to see anyone lost? 

This Scripture turns the tables and reveals the egotism of that argument. 

Ultimately, all human love is fickle and imperfect; 

               only the character of God is constant and un​changing. 

Walt Kaiser writes, “The sudden shift in Hosea 11:8-9 signals 

                new hope for Israel. 

The main reasons for the shift from a message of judgment to one of hope 

                are to be found in two facts: 

(1) Israel would suffer a full punishment for disloyalty 

                and would go into exile under the Assyrian conquest , and 

(2) the character of God, like the faces of a coin, 

                has two sides: 

                                     judgment and compassion.

“In the freedom of God, he chose to deal with Israel after its exile 

                under his attribute of grace and compassion” 

(Kaiser et al., Hard Sayings, p. 324).


10. 
What assurance do you draw from the fact that "I am God, and not man?

11. 
How would God demonstrate his mercy to Israel (vv. 10-11).

12.
In what way do you need to offer someone your mercy 

(and through you, the mercy of God) ?

